St. Martin’s Episcopal Church
Lenten E100 Discussion Guide
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elcome to our Lenten portion of the Essential 100. We will be reading 5 of the 100
essential stories found in Scripture. These 5 stories deal with the birth of the Church.

After a light meal of soup and bread, we will break into small groups to discuss what
we have read.

Why read the Bible? St. Luke tells us that he wrote his portion of the Bible, Luke and Acts, to
“provide an orderly account so that we may know the Truth concerning the things we have been
instructed.” St. Paul writes that Scripture was written for our instruction so that we may be
encouraged in our faith and hope.

There are 3 tools which you may find helpful when you read Scripture. A Bible Dictionary
provides clear, concise information about individuals and places. A Bible Commentary

offers insight about each chapter in the Bible. Lastly, a Bible Concordance lists the location
of every word in the Bible and a brief definition.

I hope you find your faith strengthened by our time together.

Fr. Lee
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Wednesday, March 4, 2009

The Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1-47)

What do you believe about the Holy Spirit?
Have you ever sensed that the Holy Spirit was at work in your life?

Acts 2:1-47 NOTES

The Coming of the Holy Spirit

hen the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.

And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent

wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided
tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the
Spirit gave them ability.

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem.
And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard
them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked,
‘Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us,
in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt
and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and
proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about
God’s deeds of power.” All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What
does this mean?’ But others sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new wine.’

Peter Addresses the Crowd

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: ‘Men of
Judea and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what | say.
Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning.
No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel:
“In the last days it will be, God declares,
that | will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,

and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions,
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and your old men shall dream dreams. N OTES
Even upon my slaves, both men and women,
in those days | will pour out my Spirit;
and they shall prophesy.
And | will show portents in the heaven above
and signs on the earth below,
blood, and fire, and smoky mist.
The sun shall be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood,
before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

‘You that are Israelites, listen to what | have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested
to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through him
among you, as you yourselves know— this man, handed over to you according to the
definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those
outside the law. But God raised him up, having freed him from death, because it was
impossible for him to be held in its power. For David says concerning him,
“I saw the Lord always before me,

for he is at my right hand so that | will not be shaken;
therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;

moreover, my flesh will live in hope.
For you will not abandon my soul to Hades,

or let your Holy One experience corruption.
You have made known to me the ways of life;

you will make me full of gladness with your presence.”

‘Fellow Israelites, | may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both died
and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Since he was a prophet, he knew
that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on
his throne. Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying,
“He was not abandoned to Hades,

nor did his flesh experience corruption.”
This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses. Being therefore exalted at
the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy
Spirit, he has poured out this that you both see and hear. For David did not ascend
into the heavens, but he himself says,

Saint Martin’s E100 Lenten Discussion Guide Page 3



“The Lord said to my Lord, N OTES .

‘Sit at my right hand,

until I make your enemies your footstool.””
Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him
both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.’

The First Converts

Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the
other apostles, ‘Brothers, what should we do?’ Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and be
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be
forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you, for
your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to
him.” And he testified with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, ‘Save
yourselves from this corrupt generation.” So those who welcomed his message were
baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added. They devoted
themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the
prayers.

Life among the Believers

Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the
apostles. All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would
sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need.
Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at
home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the
goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who
were being saved.
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Wednesday, March 11, 2009

Growth and Persectution (Acts 3:1-4:37)

What is your view of the church today? Why does it exist? What would you suggest as a
“church growth strategy” today?

Acts 3:1-4:37 NOTES

Peter Heals a Crippled Beggar

ne day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, at

three o’clock in the afternoon. And a man lame from birth was being carried in. People
would lay him daily at the gate of the temple called the Beautiful Gate so that he
could ask for alms from those entering the temple. When he saw Peter and John
about to go into the temple, he asked them for alms. Peter looked intently at him, as
did John, and said, ‘Look at us.” And he fixed his attention on them, expecting to
receive something from them. But Peter said, ‘I have no silver or gold, but what | have
| give you; in the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, stand up and walk.” And he took
him by the right hand and raised him up; and immediately his feet and ankles were
made strong. Jumping up, he stood and began to walk, and he entered the temple
with them, walking and leaping and praising God. All the people saw him walking and
praising God, and they recognized him as the one who used to sit and ask for alms at
the Beautiful Gate of the temple; and they were filled with wonder and amazement at
what had happened to him.

Peter Speaks in Solomon’s Portico

While he clung to Peter and John, all the people ran together to them in the portico
called Solomon’s Portico, utterly astonished. When Peter saw it, he addressed the
people, ‘You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as
though by our own power or piety we had made him walk? The God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant
Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had
decided to release him. But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to
have a murderer given to you, and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from
the dead. To this we are witnesses. And by faith in his name, his name itself has made
this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has
given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you.
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‘And now, friends, | know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. In this N OTES
way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah
would suffer. Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out,
so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that he may
send the Messiah appointed for you, that is, Jesus, who must remain in heaven until
the time of universal restoration that God announced long ago through his holy
prophets. Moses said, “The Lord your God will raise up for you from your own people
a prophet like me. You must listen to whatever he tells you. And it will be that
everyone who does not listen to that prophet will be utterly rooted out from the
people.” And all the prophets, as many as have spoken, from Samuel and those after
him, also predicted these days. You are the descendants of the prophets and of the
covenant that God gave to your ancestors, saying to Abraham, “And in your
descendants all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” When God raised up his
servant, he sent him first to you, to bless you by turning each of you from your wicked
ways.’

Peter and John before the Council

While Peter and John were speaking to the people, the priests, the captain of the
temple, and the Sadducees came to them, much annoyed because they were teaching
the people and proclaiming that in Jesus there is the resurrection of the dead. So they
arrested them and put them in custody until the next day, for it was already evening.
But many of those who heard the word believed; and they numbered about five
thousand.

The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas the
high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly
family. When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, ‘By
what power or by what name did you do this?’ Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit,
said to them, ‘Rulers of the people and elders, if we are questioned today because of a
good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been
healed, let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is
standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom
you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. This Jesus is
“the stone that was rejected by you, the builders;

it has become the cornerstone.”
There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given
among mortals by which we must be saved.’

Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John and realized that they were
uneducated and ordinary men, they were amazed and recognized them as
companions of Jesus. When they saw the man who had been cured standing beside
them, they had nothing to say in opposition. So they ordered them to leave the
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council while they discussed the matter with one another. They said, ‘What will we do N OTES -
with them? For it is obvious to all who live in Jerusalem that a notable sign has been
done through them; we cannot deny it. But to keep it from spreading further among
the people, let us warn them to speak no more to anyone in this name.” So they called
them and ordered them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. But Peter
and John answered them, ‘Whether it is right in God’s sight to listen to you rather
than to God, you must judge; for we cannot keep from speaking about what we have
seen and heard.” After threatening them again, they let them go, finding no way to
punish them because of the people, for all of them praised God for what had
happened. For the man on whom this sign of healing had been performed was more

than forty years old.
The Believers Pray for Boldness

After they were released, they went to their friends and reported what the chief
priests and the elders had said to them. When they heard it, they raised their voices
together to God and said, ‘Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth, the
sea, and everything in them, it is you who said by the Holy Spirit through our ancestor
David, your servant:
“Why did the Gentiles rage,

and the peoples imagine vain things?
The kings of the earth took their stand,

and the rulers have gathered together

against the Lord and against his Messiah.”

For in this city, in fact, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the
peoples of Israel, gathered together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you
anointed, to do whatever your hand and your plan had predestined to take place. And
now, Lord, look at their threats, and grant to your servants to speak your word with all
boldness, while you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and wonders are
performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” When they had prayed, the
place in which they were gathered together was shaken; and they were all filled with
the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God with boldness.

The Believers Share Their Possessions

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one
claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in
common. With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of
the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person
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among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the N OTES
proceeds of what was sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to

each as any had need. There was a Levite, a native of Cyprus, Joseph, to whom the

apostles gave the name Barnabas (which means ‘son of encouragement’). He sold a

field that belonged to him, then brought the money, and laid it at the apostles’ feet.
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Wednesday, March 18, 2009

The First Martyr (Acts 6:8-8:8)
Why were the religious leaders so threatened by Stephen’s sermon?
Is it a threat to some people today? Why?

Have you ever been persecuted or ridiculed for what you believe?

Acts 6:8-8:8 NOTES'

The Arrest of Stephen

tephen, full of grace and power, did great wonders and signs among the

people. Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the

Freedmen (as it was called), Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and others of those
from Cilicia and Asia, stood up and argued with Stephen. But they could not withstand
the wisdom and the Spirit with which he spoke. Then they secretly instigated some
men to say, ‘We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and God.’
They stirred up the people as well as the elders and the scribes; then they suddenly
confronted him, seized him, and brought him before the council. They set up false
witnesses who said, ‘This man never stops saying things against this holy place and the
law; for we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and
will change the customs that Moses handed on to us.” And all who sat in the council
looked intently at him, and they saw that his face was like the face of an angel.

Stephen’s Speech to the Council
Then the high priest asked him, ‘Are these things so?’ And Stephen replied:

‘Brothers and fathers, listen to me. The God of glory appeared to our ancestor
Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran, and said to him,
“Leave your country and your relatives and go to the land that | will show you.” Then
he left the country of the Chaldeans and settled in Haran. After his father died, God
had him move from there to this country in which you are now living. He did not give
him any of it as a heritage, not even a foot’s length, but promised to give it to him as
his possession and to his descendants after him, even though he had no child. And
God spoke in these terms, that his descendants would be resident aliens in a country
belonging to others, who would enslave them and maltreat them for four hundred
years. “But | will judge the nation that they serve,” said God, “and after that they shall
come out and worship me in this place.” Then he gave him the covenant of
circumcision. And so Abraham became the father of Isaac and circumcised him on the
eighth day; and Isaac became the father of Jacob, and Jacob of the twelve patriarchs.
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‘The patriarchs, jealous of Joseph, sold him into Egypt; but God was with him, and N OTES
rescued him from all his afflictions, and enabled him to win favour and to show
wisdom when he stood before Pharaoh, king of Egypt, who appointed him ruler over
Egypt and over all his household. Now there came a famine throughout Egypt and
Canaan, and great suffering, and our ancestors could find no food. But when Jacob
heard that there was grain in Egypt, he sent our ancestors there on their first visit. On
the second visit Joseph made himself known to his brothers, and Joseph’s family
became known to Pharaoh. Then Joseph sent and invited his father Jacob and all his
relatives to come to him, seventy-five in all; so Jacob went down to Egypt. He himself
died there as well as our ancestors, and their bodies were brought back to Shechem
and laid in the tomb that Abraham had bought for a sum of silver from the sons of

Hamor in Shechem.

‘But as the time drew near for the fulfilment of the promise that God had made to
Abraham, our people in Egypt increased and multiplied until another king who had not
known Joseph ruled over Egypt. He dealt craftily with our race and forced our
ancestors to abandon their infants so that they would die. At this time Moses was
born, and he was beautiful before God. For three months he was brought up in his
father’s house; and when he was abandoned, Pharaoh’s daughter adopted him and
brought him up as her own son. So Moses was instructed in all the wisdom of the
Egyptians and was powerful in his words and deeds.

‘When he was forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his relatives, the Israelites.
When he saw one of them being wronged, he defended the oppressed man and
avenged him by striking down the Egyptian. He supposed that his kinsfolk would
understand that God through him was rescuing them, but they did not understand.
The next day he came to some of them as they were quarrelling and tried to reconcile
them, saying, “Men, you are brothers; why do you wrong each other?” But the man
who was wronging his neighbour pushed Moses aside, saying, “Who made you a ruler
and a judge over us? Do you want to kill me as you killed the Egyptian yesterday?”
When he heard this, Moses fled and became a resident alien in the land of Midian.
There he became the father of two sons.

‘Now when forty years had passed, an angel appeared to him in the wilderness of
Mount Sinai, in the flame of a burning bush. When Moses saw it, he was amazed at
the sight; and as he approached to look, there came the voice of the Lord: “I am the
God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.” Moses began to
tremble and did not dare to look. Then the Lord said to him, “Take off the sandals
from your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy ground. | have surely seen
the mistreatment of my people who are in Egypt and have heard their groaning, and |
have come down to rescue them. Come now, | will send you to Egypt.”
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‘It was this Moses whom they rejected when they said, “Who made you a ruler and a N OTES -
judge?” and whom God now sent as both ruler and liberator through the angel who
appeared to him in the bush. He led them out, having performed wonders and signs in
Egypt, at the Red Sea, and in the wilderness for forty years. This is the Moses who said
to the Israelites, “God will raise up a prophet for you from your own people as he
raised me up.” He is the one who was in the congregation in the wilderness with the
angel who spoke to him at Mount Sinai, and with our ancestors; and he received living
oracles to give to us. Our ancestors were unwilling to obey him; instead, they pushed
him aside, and in their hearts they turned back to Egypt, saying to Aaron, “Make gods
for us who will lead the way for us; as for this Moses who led us out from the land of
Egypt, we do not know what has happened to him.” At that time they made a calf,
offered a sacrifice to the idol, and revelled in the works of their hands. But God turned
away from them and handed them over to worship the host of heaven, as it is written
in the book of the prophets:
“Did you offer to me slain victims and sacrifices

for forty years in the wilderness, O house of Israel?
No; you took along the tent of Moloch,

and the star of your god Rephan,

the images that you made to worship;

so | will remove you beyond Babylon.”

‘Our ancestors had the tent of testimony in the wilderness, as God directed when he
spoke to Moses, ordering him to make it according to the pattern he had seen. Our
ancestors in turn brought it in with Joshua when they dispossessed the nations that
God drove out before our ancestors. And it was there until the time of David, who
found favour with God and asked that he might find a dwelling-place for the house of
Jacob. But it was Solomon who built a house for him. Yet the Most High does not
dwell in houses made by human hands; as the prophet says,

“Heaven is my throne,

and the earth is my footstool.
What kind of house will you build for me, says the Lord,
or what is the place of my rest?

Did not my hand make all these things?”

‘You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you are for ever opposing
the Holy Spirit, just as your ancestors used to do. Which of the prophets did your
ancestors not persecute? They killed those who foretold the coming of the Righteous
One, and now you have become his betrayers and murderers. You are the ones that
received the law as ordained by angels, and yet you have not kept it.’

The Stoning of Stephen
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When they heard these things, they became enraged and ground their teeth at N OTES :
Stephen. But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God
and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. ‘Look,” he said, ‘I see the heavens opened
and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!’ But they covered their ears,
and with a loud shout all rushed together against him. Then they dragged him out of
the city and began to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a
young man named Saul. While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, ‘Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit.” Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, ‘Lord, do not hold
this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died. And Saul approved of their

killing him.
Saul Persecutes the Church

That day a severe persecution began against the church in Jerusalem, and all except
the apostles were scattered throughout the countryside of Judea and Samaria. Devout
men buried Stephen and made loud lamentation over him. But Saul was ravaging the
church by entering house after house; dragging off both men and women, he
committed them to prison.

Philip Preaches in Samaria

Now those who were scattered went from place to place, proclaiming the word.

Philip went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed the Messiah to them. The
crowds with one accord listened eagerly to what was said by Philip, hearing and seeing
the signs that he did, for unclean spirits, crying with loud shrieks, came out of many
who were possessed; and many others who were paralysed or lame were cured. So
there was great joy in that city.
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Wednesday March 25, 2009

Sharing the Word (Acts 8:26-40)

Some people say, “Religion is important but should be kept in private.”

Have you ever shared your religious beliefs with another person? What happened?

Acts 8:26-40

Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch N OTES .

hen an angel of the Lord said to Philip, ‘Get up and go towards the south to
the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.’ (This is a wilderness
road.) So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court
official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He
had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he
was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, ‘Go over to this chariot
and join it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked,
‘Do you understand what you are reading?’ He replied, ‘How can |, unless someone
guides me?’ And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. Now the passage of the
scripture that he was reading was this:
‘Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter,
and like a lamb silent before its shearer,
so he does not open his mouth.
In his humiliation justice was denied him.
Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.’
The eunuch asked Philip, ‘About whom, may | ask you, does the prophet say this,
about himself or about someone else?’ Then Philip began to speak, and starting with
this scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were going
along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, ‘Look, here is water!
What is to prevent me from being baptized?’ He commanded the chariot to stop, and
both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized
him. When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away;
the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself
at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to
all the towns until he came to Caesarea.
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Wednesday April 1, 2009

Good News For All (Acts 10:1-11:18)
How would you describe the good news of the gospel? What specifically?

Do you think the church today is inclusive or exclusive? Why?

Acts 10:1-11:18 NOTES.

Peter and Cornelius

n Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion of the Italian Cohort, as

it was called. He was a devout man who feared God with all his household; he gave

alms generously to the people and prayed constantly to God. One afternoon at
about three o’clock he had a vision in which he clearly saw an angel of God coming in
and saying to him, ‘Cornelius.” He stared at him in terror and said, ‘What is it, Lord?’
He answered, ‘Your prayers and your alms have ascended as a memorial before God.
Now send men to Joppa for a certain Simon who is called Peter; he is lodging with
Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the seaside.” When the angel who spoke to him
had left, he called two of his slaves and a devout soldier from the ranks of those who
served him, and after telling them everything, he sent them to Joppa.

About noon the next day, as they were on their journey and approaching the city,
Peter went up on the roof to pray. He became hungry and wanted something to eat;
and while it was being prepared, he fell into a trance. He saw the heaven opened and
something like a large sheet coming down, being lowered to the ground by its four
corners. In it were all kinds of four-footed creatures and reptiles and birds of the air.
Then he heard a voice saying, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.” But Peter said, ‘By no
means, Lord; for | have never eaten anything that is profane or unclean.’ The voice
said to him again, a second time, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call
profane.” This happened three times, and the thing was suddenly taken up to heaven.

Now while Peter was greatly puzzled about what to make of the vision that he had
seen, suddenly the men sent by Cornelius appeared. They were asking for Simon’s
house and were standing by the gate. They called out to ask whether Simon, who was
called Peter, was staying there. While Peter was still thinking about the vision, the
Spirit said to him, ‘Look, three men are searching for you. Now get up, go down, and
go with them without hesitation; for | have sent them.” So Peter went down to the
men and said, ‘1 am the one you are looking for; what is the reason for your coming?’
They answered, ‘Cornelius, a centurion, an upright and God-fearing man, who is well
spoken of by the whole Jewish nation, was directed by a holy angel to send for you to
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come to his house and to hear what you have to say.” So Peter invited them in and N OTES .
gave them lodging. )

The next day he got up and went with them, and some of the believers from Joppa
accompanied him. The following day they came to Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting
them and had called together his relatives and close friends. On Peter’s arrival
Cornelius met him, and falling at his feet, worshipped him. But Peter made him get up,
saying, ‘Stand up; | am only a mortal.” And as he talked with him, he went in and found
that many had assembled; and he said to them, ‘You yourselves know that it is
unlawful for a Jew to associate with or to visit a Gentile; but God has shown me that |
should not call anyone profane or unclean. So when | was sent for, | came without
objection. Now may | ask why you sent for me?’

Cornelius replied, ‘Four days ago at this very hour, at three o’clock, | was praying in
my house when suddenly a man in dazzling clothes stood before me. He said,
“Cornelius, your prayer has been heard and your alms have been remembered before
God. Send therefore to Joppa and ask for Simon, who is called Peter; he is staying in
the home of Simon, a tanner, by the sea.” Therefore | sent for you immediately, and
you have been kind enough to come. So now all of us are here in the presence of God
to listen to all that the Lord has commanded you to say.’

Gentiles Hear the Good News

Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows no partiality,
but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.
You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus
Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee
after the baptism that John announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the
Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both
in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God
raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us
who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose
from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the
one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about
him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.’

Gentiles Receive the Holy Spirit

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. The
circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the
Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in
tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, ‘Can anyone withhold the water for
baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?’ So he
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ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay
for several days.

Peter’s Report to the Church at Jerusalem

Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had
also accepted the word of God. So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised
believers criticized him, saying, ‘Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with
them?’ Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, ‘l was in the city
of Joppa praying, and in a trance | saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet
coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came close to me.
As | looked at it closely | saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of
the air. | also heard a voice saying to me, “Get up, Peter; kill and eat.” But | replied,
“By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.” But
a second time the voice answered from heaven, “What God has made clean, you must
not call profane.” This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to
heaven. At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the
house where we were. The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a
distinction between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we
entered the man’s house. He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house
and saying, “Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; he will give you a
message by which you and your entire household will be saved.” And as | began to
speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. And |
remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, “John baptized with water, but
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” If then God gave them the same gift that he
gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was | that | could hinder God?’
When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, ‘Then God
has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.’

NOTES:
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